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night between them and the orderly portion of the crew.
The officers were robbed of their weapons by the Armistice
Terms and so were unable to restore order by force.   I
therefore set myself the task of finding out what action
he thought fit to take under such circumstances.   I was
careful to emphasize that my question was not put with
the object of assuring the safety of the officers.    I
explained that I should be best served if the Red Guard
could be removed from the ships as a German mail vessel
to take them home was not in harbour at the time and
would not arrive at the earliest for three days.   I gave
him to understand that I would like them to be interned
somewhere, in the same way as on board, till this vessel
sailed for home.   The English Admiral answered that he
had no accommodation for them on land, but that he
would rather take them ofi at once as prisoners of war
and confine them as such on board his ships.   Further,
he was ready, as I was responsible for the maintenance of
discipline, to support my authority with all the power at
his disposal and to maintain it.  I was to tell my men that
he would take the most drastic steps if they went so far
as to disobey me and, if necessary, would place armed
guards aboard our ships.   As I could not permit my men
to be taken as prisoners, and above all things did not want
an English guard on board as they put the German right
of possession of the ships into question, I sought a way
out of this suggested solution which would yet support
me in case the Red Guard refused to go home in the next
mail boat as would be ordered by me.   The English
Admiral gave me this promise with the assurance that he
would place as many destroyers at my disposal as I
wanted.   Further, during that very night torpedo craft
would be in readiness to come alongside Frederick the
Great if the signals arranged between us were made.